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All age sermon for mothering sunday

This is a bringing together of the stories of Hannah, Naomi and Mary with the link being the self-sacrifice, prayer and faith of these mothers, which point us to Jesus. It is also a Mother-in-law story (Naomi); a Mother-in-waiting story (a childless wife, Hannah) and an unmarried Mother story (Mary) See: 1 Samuel 1 Ruth 1: 8 – 18 Luke 1: 30 – 38 Use
the pictures from the Good News Bible, enlarged on acetate, or clip art from the web, printed and copied large on card (be sure to check copyright if copying images). Involve various readers for the different stories, which should come at three separate sections of the service. Each time say a little extra about each mother after the readings, linking it
to the experiences of mums today. Perhaps different mothers from the church family could share a simple story of what their faith means to them. Intersperse this with short songs/hymns and prayers. Draw it all together at the end by focusing on ‘The ultimate sacrifice’ (to which all these stories point), which is Jesus’ life and death for us. The links
for this are: Naomi and Ruth were on their way back to Bethlehem, which reminds us of the Christmas story and God’s gift of Jesus for us. Ruth was the ancestor of Jesus. Hannah promised to give her child to the Lord. She gave him up, just as God gave up Jesus for the work of rescue, which was His life’s work. Mary received by faith the life of God
within her. It reminds us that this is what God longs to happen for us; His life received into us as we accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. Three words from these stories are a pattern for our response: Where you go, I will go (Ruth to Naomi) I will give my best to God (what Hannah did) Faith in the fact that ‘nothing is impossible with God’ (Gabriel’s
words to Mary) As we get older, our relationships with our parents change dramatically. It’s an inevitability that somehow manages to be both painful and wonderful at the same time; although beginning to interact with your parents as an adult is rewarding, it hurts to leave that parent/child dynamic behind, especially the almost-heroic quality our
parents can have for us when we’re kids. In adolescence, we all experience that fairly traumatic moment when we realize that our parents aren’t perfect after all, but, while that revelation can be world-rocking, it’s also the first step in developing a more honest, adult relationship with them.In my own life, I’ve loved the way that my relationship with
my mom has evolved over time, away from childish dependence, and toward something that more resembles a deep friendship. And, as satisfying as that is, developing a more grown-up relationship with your mother doesn’t mean that you lose your childhood bond with her completely — every time I get sick, I still find myself wishing I could lay on my
mom’s couch and let her feed me grilled cheese sandwiches.Not everyone has a great history with his or her mother, of course, but difficult relationships can change over time, too. Some parental relationships are toxic, and the best thing you can do is to distance yourself from them, but others may improve as you get older. Simply being able to
approach your mom on your own terms, as an independent adult, may do much to relieve the tensions you shared during childhood. Keep reading for nine ways that your relationship with your mom is changing as you get older.1. You discover that your mother is a real, flawed human being.“Flawed human being” may sound negative, but I really don’t
mean it that way. As we get older, we are more able to see our mothers as multi-dimensional, real people — people who are imperfect and who have their own sh*t to deal with. We learn that our mothers won’t live up to our romanticized expectations of the “perfect mother” because they are human, just like we are. But in shedding our childhood
idealism about our mothers, we are able to get to know them as they really are — which is, ultimately, the basis for a richer, truer bond.2. You realize that you and your mom are more alike than you thought — and that may not be a bad thing.On TV, it’s an old joke for female characters to lament, “I’m turning into my mother!” How you might feel
about that depends entirely on the kind of relationship you have with your mother, but, personally, I feel like there are a lot of worse things that could happen to me than becoming more like my mom — because she’s awesome, and I admire her. When you’re an angsty teenager, it’s natural to try to separate yourself from your parents — that’s a part
of becoming independent and developing your own identity. But as you get older, you may find that the similarities between you and your mother that you used to downplay or deny altogether become aspects of yourself that you love — perhaps especially because you recognize them in her, too.3. You drink wine together.I feel like my relationship with
my mother really shifted when I grew old enough to hang out and have a glass of wine with her. The wine wasn’t the important thing (although it was certainly a bonus!): the essential part was the bit where we were hanging out. Just for the hell of it! Not because I needed her to take care of me, or because she felt the need to do so, but because we
realized that we honestly enjoy each other’s company.And while wine certainly isn’t essential to a strong mother/daughter relationship, it doesn’t hurt either. Seeing one’s mom get sloshed for the first time can do a lot to untether her from the mental category of “My Mother, Who Used To Ground Me,” and move her closer to the “Super Fun Lady
Whom I Honestly Like” label.4. You become friends.The bond between a mother and child is precious and beautiful, of course, but there’s something incredibly rewarding about growing up and actually becoming friends with your mom. When you start spending time together, not from a sense of obligation, but through choice, a new dynamic develops
in your relationship with her — one that has you both on more equal footing, approaching each other in a more mature way. (And when I say “mature,” sometimes that means “giggling uncontrollably over really inappropriate things while drinking wine.”)5. You see more of the “behind the scenes.”When I was a kid, I always expected my mother to
have everything basically in hand, because she was my mom, and that was her job. It’s only now as an adult that I can look back on my childhood and think “I can’t believe you managed all of that. Your life must have been CRAZY, and I had no idea.” Seeing how my mother coped with three kids, a husband, a career, way too many pets, and aging
parents of her own, I have two thoughts: First, she, and all moms like her, are incredible multitaskers. Second, if she was able to handle so many wild challenges being thrown at her and survive, maybe there’s hope for me yet.6. You realize that she didn’t always have things figured out — and that was OK.You may remember your childhood an marvel
at how much you mother was able to juggle, but you may also find yourself looking back and realizing that, though you may not have realized it at the time, your mom didn’t actually have everything figured out when you were a kid. Through the lens of adulthood, you may see that, as you were in the throes of adolescence, she, too, was working
though problems she didn’t know how to cope with and doing her best to keep her head above water. And that’s an important lesson: Most of the time, despite appearances, people are figuring things out as they go along. And that’s OK.7. You seek out her advice, and you actually listen to it.I spent a lot of time as a teen insisting on some angsty
variation of “NO ONE UNDERSTANDS ME (except maybe Alanis Morissette),” and refusing advice from my parents, but now I know better. My sister summed things up perfectly when I asked her about it: “As a teen it’s hard to take your mom seriously because you think ‘How could she know?!’ And then you get older and realize she already made it
through this bullsh*t successfully, so you should actually listen.”8. Sometimes you’re the advice-giver.As you get older, your relationship with your mother becomes more reciprocal. You still ask her for advice and guidance, but that’s a road that works both ways. She knows that you’re a grown up, too, with your own life experiences to draw on, and
she’s willing to ask for your advice and take your opinion seriously.9. You can be more honest.When you’re an adult, you and your mother can both be more open about what’s going on in your lives: You don’t need to worry about shocking her sensibilities, and she doesn’t feel the need to shield you from reality. You can both be more honest about who
you are and how you feel.Images: kool99/E+/Getty Images; Giphy (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9) What does full retirement age actually mean? It’s the age when you are able to receive your “full” retirement benefits from Social Security. You can retire before your full retirement age, however. First, consider the pros and cons of retiring at your full
retirement age. Full Retirement Ages Around the World Full retirement age sometimes changes, regardless of what country you’re in. Mostly, full retirement ages are increasing, according to US News and World Report’s Money section. Here’s a sampling of full retirement ages around the globe to show that it’s not so rosy even across the pond:
Australia: Full retirement age in Australia is 65 1/2, increasing to 67 by July 2023. Russia: Retirement age differs for females and males in Russia. Women can retire at 55 and men at 60. However, President Vladimir Putin is pushing for an increase in age for women. In the United States, it’s complicated. Full retirement age depends on what year you
were born: Born before 1937: full retirement age is 65Born between 1943 and 1954: 66Born in 1955: 66 and 2 monthsBorn in 1956: 66 and 4 months Born in 1957: 66 and 6 months Born in 1960 or later: 67 Advantages of Retiring at Full Retirement Age You can claim Social Security benefits at 62, before your full retirement age, but do you want to?
There are two distinct advantages to waiting until full retirement age or delaying payments after full retirement age: You’ll receive delayed retirement credits that increase your monthly payments.You’ll receive a larger monthly payment, but for a shorter period of time. Disadvantages of Retiring at Full Retirement Age Then, there’s the downside of
retiring at full retirement age or delaying your benefit payments, according to The Motley Fool: You’ll miss out on years of monthly payments, which could result in financial struggle.You may be too old to enjoy your Social Security benefits due to poor health if you wait until full retirement age to collect.You lose out on months of having the chance to
invest your Social Security income for even more retirement money. Sometimes, taking a smaller monthly paycheck at a younger age makes more sense than waiting until full retirement age. How Does Full Retirement Age Affect Medicare Benefits? Fortunately, you’re eligible for Medicare before your full retirement age, according to U.S. News and
World Report. Medicare has remained available to anyone age 65 or over. Even if you’re delaying claim to your Social Security benefits, you’ll need to sign up for Medicare and/or a group health insurance plan when you turn 65. How to Determine When I Should Retire? The age you decide to claim Social Security greatly impacts the amount you will
receive throughout the rest of your life, so carefully consider your options. Many married couples try to increase their monthly Social Security payments with a combination of delaying claims, continuing to work and coordinating spousal benefits, according to U.S. News and World Report. One of the best things you can do is to use the payment
calculator with an account at My Social Security online at ssa.gov/myaccount. Log in to view your Social Security statements and get personalized estimates of future payments by various claiming age and retirement advice by age. MORE FROM ASKMONEY.COM
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